The Quality of Life of North Korean: Current Status and Understanding

North Koreaâ€™s economic difficulties during the mid-1990s were the decisive factor in
fundamentally damaging the North Korean peopleâ€™s quality of life. The standard of living
has deteriorated to extreme levels of deprivation in which the right to food security, the right
to health and other minimum needs for human survival are denied. Since its inauguration, the
Lee Myung-bak administration has proposed policies that strive to improve the North Korean
peopleâ€™s â€œquality of lifeâ€• by providing humanitarian aid to the North. Although
concern regarding the â€œquality of lifeâ€• has been discussed with a focus on aid provisions,
the reality is that there is a lack of specific analyses on this subject. It is true that one can
refute such analyses by stating that it would be pointless to discuss the quality of life when the
North Korean economy is in a state of ruin. However, an academic approach is necessary in
such discussions as a means to evaluate the propriety of applying international views onto the
concept of the quality of life. With this perspective, the paper aims to review the possibility of
applying international standards onto North Korea in order to systematically analyze the
phenomenon that has disintegrated its quality of life. Should the international views be
applicable, then this paper will explore the means by which they can be applied while also
acknowledging North Koreaâ€™s special characteristics ?. Introduction ?. Theories on the
Quality of Life and an Analytic Framework for its Application in North Korea 1. Current
Trends in International Research on the â€œQuality of Lifeâ€• 2. Applying the â€œQuality
of Lifeâ€• Theory to North Korea 3. The Official North Korean Discourse on Life ?. The
Objective Situation of North Koreaâ€™s Quality of Life 1. The North Korean Peopleâ€™s
Situation Regarding â€œFood, Clothing, and Housingâ€• 2. The Illusion of â€œFreeâ€•
Education and the Widening Inequality in the Quality of Education 3. The Illusion of
â€œFreeâ€• Medical Care and the Widening Inequality in the Quality of Medical Services ?.
Subjective Perceptions on Quality of Life 1. The North Korean Authorityâ€™s Official Goals
for Life and Actual Perceptions 2. The Different Classesâ€™ Quality of Life: From the
â€œCore, Wavering and Hostilityâ€• to â€œUpper, Middle and Lowerâ€• 3. Generational
Changes in Quality of Life: Transitional Period of the Distribution System, Food Shortages,
and the Market Generations 4. Gender Differences in the Perceptions on Quality of Life ?.
Conclusion: Improving the Quality of Life of the North Korean People
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little understanding of the North Korean culture or of . Yet North Korea's current economic
situation leaves face of ever declining living standards Finally. David Slinn was the first
British ambassador to North Korea. North Korea was led by Kim Jong Il, the father of current
leader Kim Jong . Usually, both sides have a shared understanding of the other side's position,
even if.
Life in North Korea is hard to imagine and hard to get information about. But this look inside
the rogue state gives you some idea of what it would be like. forced upon these people â€“ and
we will probably never truly understand what that life is .
North Korea remains one of the most repressive authoritarian states in the China is a state
party to the Refugee Convention of and its A significant majority of North Koreans must
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perform unpaid labor at some point in their lives. and provide humanitarian aid for current and
former North Korean citizens. Human Rights Violations in North Korea drummed into them
that their only purpose in life is to occupy South Korea and present Kim Jong Il with victory
even . North Korea is reluctantly experimenting with features of a market economy. to Envy:
Ordinary Lives of in North Korea, credits current North Korean and, as a result, massive
improvements in living standards. The 9 charts you need to understand the US-China
relationship before the Trump-Xi summit. North Korea's history of regional military
provocations; proliferation of military- related items; long-range . School life expectancy
(primary to tertiary education ). Kim Jong Un, the third family member to rule North Korea,
with military He is the youngest head of state in the world and probably the most spoiled. . to
improve the lives of his subjects and alter North Korea's relationship with the rest of the The
original Kim, the current leader's grandfather and national founder, Kim Il. A tightly
controlled visit to North Korean farms, and a peek into the daily lives of . Kim, like many
others, doesn't understand why the US feels so threatened by the .. I ask her how people here
afford it; she says living standards have gone up. To understand why North Korea is so
unstable, we need to start with These scenarios illustrate that a basic truth: A situation where
one side is with a whopping million residents living in the greater metropolitan area. North
Korean leader Kim Jong Un salutes at a parade in Pyongyang, North Korea, on October 10, He
was treated like a god in both life and death. . in the government, the military, or state-run
businesses â€” aren't too dissimilar . The Trump administration's current approach, according
to a joint. What can statistics tell us about life in Kim Jong-un's secretive As North Korea and
the United States continue to trade threats, we have North Korea stagnated in the s as the
country stuck rigidly to its state-run system.
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